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THE NATURAL ORDER OF BEAUTY AND GOODNESS

Praise be to God, who “directs the affair [of His creation] from the heaven unto the
earth,” who “made beautifullly all that He created...,” and who “makes everything
perfectly.” Precise and perfect order, goodness, and beauty are thoroughgoing
characteristics of God’s creation wherever we look. Such signs make up some of
the greatest proofs for God’s existence and His absolute perfection. In the Islamic
tradition, such signs of God in creation are called “dalll al-itqan” (proof for God
based on the perfection of creation) and “dalil al- ‘indva” (proof for God based on
providential care). These proofs are often mentioned in the Qur’an, and Muslims
have always valued them highly by virtue of the Qur’an’s attention to them and
because they are close to people’s hearts and easy to understand.
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Proofs of perfection and providential care can be readily seen in the marvelous
design and function of the human heart, the hand, and the eye, which are so
complex and well adapted that they cannot be explained by chance or the blind
coincidences of natural cause and effect. The same sort of perfection and
providential care can be readily found in all living things. The ears of hunting
animals, for example, such as lions and wolves face forward to focus on the prey
they hunt. While the ears of animals that are hunted such as deer and rabbits can
face both forward, backwards, and all directions to help them guard against the
animals that hunt them.




Let us look for a moment at the amazing miracle of the human heart. Your heart
beats about 100,000 times a day. It never misses a single beat. If it does miss a
beat, your life will be immediately in dire jeopardy. Your heart pumps faithfully
and powerfully about 2 gallons (7.6 liters) of blood every minute. It pumps from
100 to 120 gallons (380-454 liters) every hour. It pumps about 2800 gallons
(10,600 liters) of blood through your body every day. Your heart makes this blood
flow through your vast system of blood vessels that is about 60,000 miles (96,000
kilometers) long, extending through every part of your body even to the tips of
your fingers and toes. The length of your vascular system is so great that it could
wrap two times around the earth’s circumference. Imagine how difficult it is for us
to keep our highways in tact over a few hundred miles. Yet your heart and body
must constantly maintain this world-wide system of blood vessels and arteries in
the best possible order for you to live. All of these wonders that surround us in
ourselves and in the world around us should remind us the Qur’anic question,
which is rightfully repeated 31 times in Siirat al-Rahman: “So which of the
bounties of your Lord® do you deny?”
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The Qur’an draws our attention to the perfection of God’s creation and His
manifest providential care: “Glorify the name of your Lord, the Most-High, who
[alone] created [all things] and gave [them] due proportion; who measured out
[their] destinies and gave [them) guidance.” It refers to the perfect order of the
natural world: “Blessed be He in whose Hand lies sovereignty, and He has power
over all things, [He] who created death and life that He may try you [and reveal]
which of you is most virtuous in action, and He is the Almighty, the All-Forgiving,
[He] who created seven heavens in tiers; no disproportion will you see in the all-
Merciful’s creation. Cast your eyesight again; do you see any flaw? Then cast your
eyesight again and again; your sight will return to you humbled and wearied.”
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The Qur’an calls upon us to reflect on such basic things as the orderly biological
process of the creation of human life in the womb from its humblest origins,
reminding us through these signs that God did not fashion us without wisdom or
purpose: “Humankind! If you are in doubt about the Resurrection, [remember| We
created you from dust, then from a drop, then from a blood clot, then from a lump
of flesh--formed and unformed--in order that We make [things] clear for you. And
We cause what We will to remain in the wombs for a term appointed. Then We
bring you forth as an infant, then [We give to you life] so that you may reach
maturity...”.
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In His providential care, God created for us a world that is “mindful of us.” The
entire universe is finely tuned to support our life on earth. In modern science, this
is called the anthropic principle. It too cannot possibly be by chance. Our earth is

. generally hospitable to us and all living things upon it. The earth’s atmosphere
protects us and other living things. Its temperatures normally fluctuate within
ranges that we can bear and that serve to uphold life. Even our location in the
universe is precise and uniquely privileged. It too is utterly compatible with our
existence. Amazingly, if we were to pick any other location in the vast universe, it
would certainly prove unbearable and lethal. Furthermore, the atomic and
molecular structures upon which our lives and organic life in general depend
require a delicate balance of opposing forces with almost zero tolerance of
imbalance. The charges of electrons and protons, for example, are roughly equal
and opposite. But if this finely tuned ratio were slightly changed more than one

. part to one hundred billion parts, such a minimal imbalance would be enough to

. blow our world to bits in a fraction of a second.
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The stamp of God’s mercy is everywhere to be found in our world. One aspect of

* God’s universal mercy in creation is that He has filled the natural order with

beauty everywhere and in everything. Beauty too is one of the greatest proofs for

! God. There are three fundamental types of proofs for God based on perfection and

* providential care, none of which can possibly occur by chance. Wherever there is

: order, there must be a Giver of order, and wherever there is a design, there must be
a Designer. The first type of these proofs is interconnected order in the elements
of systems, structures, patterns, and designs such as we see in the regularity of the
solar system and the orderly movement of the stars. The second type is beneficial
order such as we find in the precision of the sun’s distance from the earth causing
relatively moderate seasons and supporting organic life. Such beneficial order is
also displayed in our use of the sun, moon, and stars to tell time, determine months
and dates, orient ourselves, determine directions, and to navigate by land and sea.
The third type of proof by design is in beauty itself or the esthetic order such as
the magnificence of sunrise, the majesty of sunset, and the pageant of the starry
heavens on a clear night.




The Prophet said, peace be upon him, in an authentically transmitted hadith: “God
is beautiful, and He loves beauty.” The Qur’an states: “Unto God belong the most
beautiful names (a/-asma’ al-husna); so, call upon Him by them.” God’s names,
attributes, and acts are beautiful, which means also that they are filled with grace,
goodness, truth, and virtue. Ibn Méjah, the noted hadith scholar, gives “the
Beautiful” (a/-Jamil) as one of God’s names. Several great Muslim scholars have
referred to God as “the Beautiful, the Majestic” (al~Jamil al-Jalil). God loves
beauty and all things that embody beauty; He diffuses beauty throughout creation

-and puts its stamp on everything, from the minutest details to the grandest cosmic
patterns.

Beauty must not be confused with the notion of beauty in Hollywood or :
Bollywood. All good human beings are beautiful, no matter what their outer forms
look like, what color they are, or where they come from. In Arabic, “beauty” as
represented in the word “al-husn” refers simultaneously to beauty, virtue, and what
is upright and good. Likewise, al-jamil refers both to beauty as it manifests itself
outwardly and inwardly and to friendly acts and good deeds. The Arabic language
refuses to allow these deeply interlinked concepts of beauty and goodness to be
separated in both its conception of a/-husn and al-jamal. Since beauty is from God
and belongs to Him, it is by its nature linked to truth (a/-hagq) and goodness (al- -
khayr), which are fundamental divine principles. In fact, beauty serves the purpose
in creation of attracting us to truth and goodness and making them part of our
spirits, psyches, and lives. For this reason, Muslims sages have long said: “Beauty
is the splendor of truth.” 6



Beauty, good, and truth constitute a universal ontological routing in the cosmos.'\,
Because beauty is linked to truth and goodness, beauty is pleasing to the intellect

and universally intelligible; it delights the soul, heart, and spirit. The ethos of

traditional Islamic culture and civilization was based upon this all-embracing .
principle of the linkage of beauty, truth, and goodness, which was put everywhere

into practice in a beautiful global civilization that cultivated architecture, skilled
craftsmanship, and beauty in all aspects of life, even the most mundane such as

food and clothing.

Beauty is never trivial, not even in the humblest and seemingly most insignificant
things. Its resplendence can be readily found in flowers, butterflies, the colors of
rainbows, crystals, and gemstones. But, in fact, perfect beauty and proofs of
perfection are there in all created things--even in those things that we do not
generally pay attention to, like, or think of as beautiful such as dragon flies,
spiders, and insects. Because beauty is related to God, the Beautiful who loves
beauty, it always points to Him in His infinite and absolute perfection. Beauty
scatters its gifts far and wide. Beauty is generous; nothing about it is mean or

' parsimonious. All manifestations of beauty communicate such universal

: generosity. The beauty of a little flower suggests an entire world.
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Typically, the secular mindset is quick to dismiss displays of natural beauty by
giving them a “scientific explanation.” The secular mindset is content to assert that
they are merely “natural phenomena,” as if they were not truly signs of God. Such
so-called “scientific” responses to natural beauty arise from deep-seated
misunderstanding and misconception of what science actually is and how it works.
Empirical clarifications--as valid and accurate as they are in themselves--never
qualify as philosophical or theological “explanations.” Rather, they are only deeper
and more detailed physical “descriptions” of the things they seek to explain,
bringing to light the hidden physical processes that customarily accompany such
occurrences. The scientific processes are themselves products of intelligent design
and divine perfection, providential care, and beauty. Science describes for us the
deeper dimensions of reality that are behind what we see. Science tells us 4ow and
under what conditions such marvels occur; but science does not answer the
profounder question of why such processes exist in the first place and why they
happen so regularly in nature. Indeed, those same “scientific” processes are also
signs of God and the perfection and providential care of His multilayered creation.

- They too stand in need of theological explanation, which no level of description

can provide.

One of the most astounding proofs for God based on of intelligent design and
beauty in creation is the golden sequence, which we will witness in a video
demonstration after this speech. In the West, the golden ratio is known as the

“Fibonacci series,” in honor of Fibonacci, a Medieval Italian mathematician, who

learned the series from the Almohades, who ruled al-Andalus and North Africa at
8



that time. Fibonacci then introduced it to Europe along with the Arabic numerals
that made calculation of it possible. In other ways as well, Fibonacci ranks among
the important figures who facilitated the introduction of Muslim learning to
Medieval Christian Europe.

The golden section is the one of the simplest and purest rauos o1 peauty Known 1
creation. It constitutes a unique geometric cut and distinctive mathematical
proportion and that stands out in an infinite series of other possible cuts and
proportions. It cannot possibly happen by chance. The series begins with zero, then
one, then one again, then two, and progresses in perfect proportion unto potential
infinity. It is one of the most beautiful proportions to the human eye. We find it in
_the human face, the shape of our teeth, noses, fingers, hands, arms, and feet. As we
will see in the video, it is there in the logarithmic spirals of the chambered nautilus
deep in the sea. It is in every detail of the design of sunflower’s design, even the
numbers of its petals. The golden sequence manifests itself in all the details of the
dragonfly’s body, eyes, and wings. It even permeates the strands of the DNA
molecule, which constitutes the universal formula for organic life and stores the
biological information of all the living organisms that we know. The pervasive
presence of the golden series in creation is one of the most remarkable of all the
signs of the absolute precision and perfection of God’s creative act: “Such is
[God], the knower of the Unseen and the Seen, the All-Mighty, the All-Merciful,
who made beautifully all that He created, and who began the creation of the human
being from clay.”



